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April 11, 2012 (Agenda) 
 
Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission 
651 Pine Street, Sixth Floor 
Martinez, CA 94553 

 
 

Appointment of Public Member and Alternate Public Member 
 
Dear Commissioners:  
 
This report is submitted by the Public Member Ad Hoc Screening Committee composed of 
Commissioners Glover, Meadows and Tatzin. 
 
The terms of Public Member McNair and Alternate Public Member Sharon Burke will expire in 
May 2012.  Pursuant to statute and local policy, the city, county and special district members 
appoint the public member and alternate public member. Selection of the public member and 
alternate public member is subject to the affirmative vote of at least one city, one county and one 
special district member.  
 
In accordance with LAFCO’s policies and procedures, the Commission approved the selection 
process to fill the vacancies; directed LAFCO staff to commence the recruitment; and appointed 
an ad hoc screening committee to review applications and make recommendations to the 
Commission.  Notices were published in all editions of the Contra Costa Times and sent to 
interested parties and local agencies in Contra Costa County; 15 applications were received and 
forwarded to the ad hoc screening committee (Attachment 1).   
 
The Public Member Ad Hoc Screening Committee met in open session on March 29 and March 
30 and interviewed the 15 candidates for Public Member and Alternate Public Member. 
Following the interviews, the Committee unanimously recommended that the Commission 
interview five candidates for these positions. 
 
• Don Blubaugh 
• Sharon Burke 
• Kathy Hopkins 
• Herb Moniz 
• Ivor Samson 
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All of the candidates except Mr. Blubaugh are willing to serve as the alternate public member if 
not selected as the public member; Mr. Blubaugh seeks only the public member position.  
 
Committee members asked each applicant a standard set of questions (Attachment 2); and in 
some cases, a Committee member asked a follow-up question. 
 
On April 2, the Executive Officer notified the five individuals that they were referred by the 
Committee to the full Commission, and sent them an email indicating the format for the 
discussion with the Commission as recommended by the Committee.  The key parts of that 
message follow: 
 

The full Commission will receive your application form in their meeting packet 
along with a report from the Committee.  The Committee recommended that 
rather than begin the discussion with the Commission with questions, we want 
each candidate to take less than five minutes to introduce him/herself and address 
the following topics. 

 
• What motivates you to seek the Public Member position on LAFCO? 
• Given LAFCO’s regulatory powers and duties and its authority to initiate 

special studies (which are enumerated at www.contracostalafco.org), how 
will your experience and background combined with your approach to 
making decisions enable you to help the Commission fulfill its 
responsibilities? 

• Considering almost any dimension, Contra Costa County is highly diverse. 
How will you represent the public on the matters that come before the 
Commission? 

 
Following your statement, the Chair will call on members of the Commission to 
ask you other questions. We expect the discussion with each applicant will take 
approximately 15-20 minutes. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Appoint the Public Member and Alternate Public Member with terms ending May 2, 2016. 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – Public Member/Alternate Public Member List and Finalist Applications 
Attachment 2 – Screening Committee Interview Questions  



 
 

CONTRA COSTA LAFCO 

PUBLIC MEMBER APPLICANTS 

INTERVIEWS MARCH 29 AND 30, 2012 

(FINALISTS IN BOLD) 

 

Helen M. Allen, Clayton 

Donald A. Blubaugh, Brentwood 

Sharon Burke, Alamo 

Paul Carman, Richmond 

Jess Centeno, Pittsburg 

David Dolter, Alamo 

Tashia M. Flucas, Pinole 

Kathy Hopkins, Lafayette 

Winchee Lin, Pleasant Hill 

Judy B. Lloyd, Danville 

Marilynne L. Mellander, El Sobrante 

Herb Moniz, San Ramon 

Ivor E. Samson, Lafayette 

Dale E. Smith, Oakley 

Mark Thomson, Martinez 
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CONTRA COSTA LAFCO 
REGULAR/ALTERNATE PUBLIC MEMBER  

SUGGESTED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

 

1. Briefly describe your background and experience as it relates to the position 
of Public Member on LAFCO and what motivated you to consider service 
on LAFCO. 

2. What knowledge/experience do you have regarding organization and 
operation of local government (i.e., cities, the County, special districts)? 
 

3. LAFCO is simultaneously responsible for ensuring logical and orderly 
boundaries that lead to growth and for the preservation of agriculture and 
open space.  How do you believe that this incongruity can be best resolved? 
 

4. The LAFCO Public Members are expected to represent the broadest interest 
of the public. How do you interpret and how will you meet this objective? 

 
5. The LAFCO Public Members cannot be employees or officers of the County 

or any city or special district within the County - this includes service on an 
advisory body to the County, a city or special district in Contra Costa 
County.  Would appointment to LAFCO present any potential conflicts? 
 

6. LAFCO usually meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 1:30 pm.  
Would you have any difficulty attending the meetings? 
 

7. In our efforts to become a paperless agency, we frequently communicate 
electronically (i.e., send e-mails and links to websites, transmit PDF and 
Word documents, etc.).  Do you have regular access to e-mail and the 
Internet? 
 

8. Those of us who are conducting this interview are currently involved in 
LAFCO.  What questions do you have of us that would help in your 
understanding of LAFCO? 
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